Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRIDGE 00034 061732Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 L-03 H-01 PA-01 PRS-01 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 /050W 

086582 061734Z/43 

0 061510Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 4381 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRIDGETOWN 0034 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: MARR, BB, US 

SUBJ: U.S. NAVAL FACILITY BARBADOS 

REF: BRIDGETOWN 0033 

1. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OE A PROPOSED SIMULATANEOUS PRESS 
RELEASE IN BRIDGETOWN BY THE MINISTRY EOR EXTERNAL AFEAIRS AND 
THIS EMBASSY ANNOUNCING THE EXTENSION FOR ONE YEAR OF THE 
1961 AGREEMENT GOVERNING THE USE OF THE U.S. NAVAL FACILITY IN 
BARBADOS. 

2. IT IS INTENDED THAT THE RELEASE WOULD BE MADE AT MID-DAY 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10. FOREIGN MINISTER EORDE WOULD MAKE A 
STATEMENT ALONG SIMILAR LINES TO THE PARLIAMENT EARLIER THAT 
MORNING. THE MINISTRY AND THE EMBASSY WOULD THEREAETER RELASE 
THE JOINTLY APPROVED TEXT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCURRENCE VIA NIACT IMMEDIATE. 

4. BEGIN QUOTE: 
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"THE AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
NAVAL FACILITY AT HARRISON'S ST. LUCY WAS ESTABLISHED 
WAS DUE TO EXPIRE ON 3 1ST DECEMBER, 1977 UNDER THE TERMS 
OF THE AGREEMENT SIGNED IN SEPTEMBER 1961 BETWEEN THE 
FEDERATION OE THE WEST INDIES AND THE GOVERNMENT OE THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
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"DURING THE COURSE OF 1977 DISCUSSIONS HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE BETWEEN OEFICIALS OF THE GOVERNMENTS OE BARBADOS 
AND THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA AND THESE CULMINATED IN 
A MEETING BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND 
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS DURING 
NOVEMBER. 

"THESE DISCUSSIONS SOUGHT TO ARRIVE AT A FORMULA 
WHICH WOULD PERMIT CONTINUED USE OF THE FACILITY BY THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY ON TERMS AND CONDITIONS WHICH WOULD 
SAEEGUARD THE RESPECTIVE INTERESTS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

"HOWEVER THE DISCUSSIONS HAVE SO FAR NOT BEEN 
CONCLUSIVE AND THE GOVERNMENTS HAVE BY EXCHANGE OE 
NOTES AGREED TO AN EXTENSION OF THE AGREEMENT EOR 
12 MONTHS EROM 1ST lANUARY, 1978 ON THE UNDERSTANDING 
THAT ANY CONDITIONS AGREED BEFORE THE EXPIRY OF THE 
EXTENDED AGREEMENT WILL APPLY RETROACTIVELY TO 
1ST JANUARY, 1978 AND THAT AN ECONOMIC RENT FOR THE 
USE OF THE FACILITY WILL IN ANY EVENT BE PAYABLE EROM 
1ST JANUARY, 1978. 

"IT IS EXPECTED THAT FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS OE A NEW AGREEMENT WILL BE CONTINUED SOON 
IN THE SAME FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE WHICH HAS SO FAR 
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CHARACTERISED THE PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS AND THE RELATIONS 
GENERALLY BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES." END QUOTE. 
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